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Dear Friends:

The 2001 long session of the Indiana General Assembly has ended
with the passage of a new state budget and several other important pieces
of legislation. I am pleased we completed our work on time in a biparti-
san manner.

The new two-year state budget includes increased funding for educa-
tion, CHOICE and other important programs while avoiding a general
tax increase. The budget also includes funding for several important local
projects that are detailed inside this newsletter.

We passed several other laws that will benefit our state in a variety of
areas, including health care, education, crime, election reform and envi-
ronmental protection. We made improvements to our license branch oper-
ations and passed legislation that will protect consumers from annoying
telephone calls with the establishment of a do-not-call list. I have
described many of these new laws in the next few pages.

In addition, you will find a map of our new legislative district. We are
required to redraw the district boundaries every 10 years due to popula-
tion shifts. I welcome those of you who are new to the district and look
forward to working with you in the coming months to make Indiana a
better place to live.

Please contact my office if you have additional concerns or questions
about state government. You may e-mail me at H64@ai.org or call toll-
free at 1-800-382-9842.

Sincerely,



Spending highlights from the 2001-2003 budget

2001 Legislature enacts health care
reform

In the 2001 legislative session, law-
makers were able to build on the reforms
passed in recent years that guarantee
patients more control in decisions affecting
their health care.

Senate Enrolled Act 365 gives patients
a chance to appeal care decisions for all
accident and sickness insurance coverage to
an outside panel of medical professionals.
Senate Enrolled Act 310 requires insurers
and providers to use easily understandable
language to describe procedures and diseases, and Senate Enrolled Act
311 requires insurance companies to pay so-called clean claims—ones that
are properly submitted and contain all needed information—in a timely
fashion.

Other health care related bills call for supplying provider profiles to
the general public (HEA 1770), allowing the state to help health care
professionals pay their student loans in an effort to keep them in the state
(SEA 533) and setting the maximum age for an abandoned infant who
may be left in the care of an emergency medical service provider without
a court order from 30 to 45 days (HEA 1829).

Disabled Hoosiers will be able to make substantial strides toward
achieving self-sufficiency and preserving health care coverage through
HEA 1950, which establishes a statewide buy-in program that would
assure Medicaid coverage for workers with disabilities.
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New budget increases school support,
local development

oing into the 2001 legislative session,
many observers felt that a sluggish
economy would make it difficult to

enact a biennial state budget without either
passing a general tax increase or cutting funding
for critical areas like public education. However,
the budget bill that became law continues our
record of avoiding general tax increases, while
providing additional state support to our
schools, health care and local projects.

The final version of House Enrolled Act
1001 enables the state to increase support for
public schools across Indiana by an average of
3.5 percent each of the next two fiscal years,
with minimum guarantees built in to help
schools avoid cutting programs and personnel.
Funding for higher education was increased by
an average of 3.2 percent each year.

Services and local development
The budget includes additional funding for

the CHOICE program that provides in-home
care services for the elderly and disabled, as well
as Build Indiana Fund support for research and
technology, community wastewater and drink-
ing water grants, airport development and
improvements to voting systems.

Tax relief
It was disappointing that we were unable

to provide the levels of tax relief that were
included in past state budgets, but I am pleased
that we were able to extend the life of the
homestead credit at 10 percent and maintain
the earned income tax credit that assists work-
ing families on lower incomes.

Businesses and farms will receive an income
tax credit on personal property beginning in
2003, and mobile homes have been changed to
be treated as real property with similar deduc-
tions. The budget bill continues to fund a
statewide property tax relief program that now
takes about 16 percent off all property taxes.
When coupled with the 10 percent homestead
credit, that translates to savings of around 26
percent.

A bill the size of the budget does not con-
tain everything I would like, but considering
the fiscal restraints facing legislators going into
the 2001 session, I feel this budget is a major
accomplishment.
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The new look of District 64

During this year’s session
you may have heard about
redistricting in the news.
After each census, the
Indiana General Assembly is
required by law to redraw
House, Senate and
Congressional district bound-
aries according to population
changes.   

Each district must have
60,000 people, which means
that as the population moves
to or from various parts of
the state, boundaries shift to
reflect that change. District
boundaries are very compli-
cated, and it took months of
effort and debate among leg-
islators to reach a consensus.

I look forward to serving
those of you who are new to
our district. Please contact
me if you have questions
about the district or any
other matters.

Stronger laws against drugs, domestic violence

Methamphetamine,
also known as meth, is a
drug that has created
increasing problems in
our state, in rural as well
as urban areas. Since the
chemicals used to make
the drug can be found on
most farms, there has

been an increased occur-
rence of thefts and other
crimes in those locations.

House Enrolled Act 1892 fights the rising
problems caused by meth by placing the
penalties for possession and manufacturing
the drug on a par with those for cocaine.

Aid to domestic violence victims
One of the major accomplishments of the

2001 session is passage of legislation that will
help protect victims of domestic violence.

HEA 1874 relieves people victimized by
domestic violence, stalking and sexual assault
from paying a fee to obtain a protective order.
This change brings Indiana into compliance
with the federal Violence Against Women Act
of 2000.

The legislation also enables a judge to
consider incidents of domestic violence that
have taken place in front of a child when sen-
tencing an offender. Indiana will be required
to register and enforce protective orders issued
by other states. Law enforcement officers and
governmental entities will be granted immuni-
ty for enforcing an order issued in good faith.

In addition, the measure gives employers
and corporations the right to seek protective
orders on behalf of their workers. Finally, a
portion of the fines levied against people
found guilty of sexual assault will be used to
help counties establish rape crisis hotlines.
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The following organizations together
have been appropriated $550,000

from this year’s Build Indiana Funds.

•Francisco Volunteer Fire Dept.,
Gibson Co.

•White River Twp. Volunteer Fire
Dept., Gibson Co.

•Vincennes Riverwalk project
•Harbour House, Knox Co.
•Knox Co. Public Library

•Vincennes Twp. Fire Dept.
•Grouseland Foundation, Knox Co.

•Brevoort Levee Conservancy
District, Knox Co.

•Princeton Fire Dept., Gibson Co.
•City of Sommerville, Gibson Co.

•Gibson Co. Council on Aging
•North Gibson Technology

Training, Gibson Co.
•Gibson Co. Sheriff

REP. FRENZ ADDRESSES

THE HOUSE.

Build Indiana Funds go
to District 64
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Privacy from telemarketers and election reform

E-mail: H64@ai.org

Stay informed about these
and other issues online with
Representative Frenz

In 2001, lawmakers took steps
to help reduce the interruption of
telemarketers calling you at home.
Through House Enrolled Act 1222,
which I co-authored, you will be
able to have your name placed on a
do-not-call list that will prohibit
most solicitors from contacting
you via the telephone . To be
placed on the list, contact the Office
of the Indiana Attorney General
about the Telephone Privacy List
at 1-888-834-9969.

In the wake of the confusion
that took place in the presidential
election in Florida last fall, lawmak-
ers in Indiana moved quickly to
enact reforms that will change the
way we handle elections here.

Senate Enrolled Act 268 gives
counties the ability to enter into
agreements with the state to pur-
chase upgraded voting equipment.
This allows counties to take advan-

tage of the state's ability to pur-
chase large amounts of equipment
and materials at discounted
prices. Funds contained in the
biennial state budget will help the
state provide 50 percent matching
grants to further reduce those
costs. The same legislation also
eliminates the use of punch-
card voting in future elections.

Through provisions con-
tained in House Enrolled Act
1510, the state has moved closer
to improving voter registration in
Indiana. The Indiana Election
Division will make a voter regis-
tration form available on the
Internet that people can down-
load, fill out and mail in to be
processed. The legislation also
strives to update lists of eligible
voters by removing names of peo-
ple who are deceased and convict-
ed felons who are in prison.


